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Hi All 
Well sadly it appears that our summer has slowly disappeared. 

But we’ve had the most fantastic weather in 2020 to date, so we can’t complain, and I 

still managed a sunbathe and to have dip down on Barton Beach just 2 weeks ago 😊 

Do we have anyone still sea swimming regularly during the colder months??? – Let us 

know if you are VERY brave! 

 

Having moved to the area recently, not knowing anyone and being on my own, Barton 

Bees is a lifeline for me. It has given me so many friends, fun times and experiences 

and I realise that during tough times like now, friends are vitally important to us all. 

 

We know that everyone misses our face to face social gatherings, but we have to 

abide by the rules and more importantly, look after ourselves, so that we all come 

through this crisis happy and healthy. 

 

Whilst health is primary, happy is the unspoken mental health. Regular contact with 

others, staying positive and doing what we can to support and keep in touch with each 

other, is important to us all. You might not think its important to you, but it might be 

to any one of your friends and neighbours, so please be aware and supportive of each 

other. 

 

As we go into the Autumn and Winter months, people generally feel more confined 

and restricted due to the weather. It’s when we hibernate and close ourselves off. 

This year, I am determined not to do that, no matter what the weather, wrapping up 

warm and donning the waterproofs is a must and seeing and keeping in touch with 

friends (within the rules), is also a must, else I may never see or speak to anyone! 

 

So, who is going to join me in my plight to avoid the SAD syndrome, 

come on ladies, stay positive and happy, keep in contact with all the 

bees, and let’s all avoid the Covid and winter blues!  

 

 

This Newsletter is another idea that your amazing Barton Bees committee have 

decided to do. We are not going to commit to it being on a regular basis, just when we 

think we have lots to say. And we would like all our members to contribute to it, so if 

you have an idea or suggestion to be included in a future issue, please email it to: 

bartonbeeswi@gmail.com 
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Meetings 
As we all know we cannot hold our monthly meetings face to face due to our large 

numbers and the hall has its own restrictions too, but we are conscious that this is 

the only local hall large enough to accommodate us, so to ensure we do not lose our 

slots, we have agreed to pay a monthly retainer fee.  

So rest assured, that as soon as it is possible, we will have our face to face monthly 

meetings again! 

 

Meantime, our monthly meetings are still on the 4th Tuesday of every month, so 

please make sure you book this time out in your diary to join us  

 

Zoom 
Whilst not everyone is a lover of technology, sadly it is the only option we have for meetings 

at present. Zoom is the easiest of the technologies that are available to us and the fact that 

it is free for individuals to use is an added bonus. 

Once you use it, you will realise how easy it is and then you can then use it with your family 

and friends too.  

We appreciate that many of you have already adapted to this, but we still have quite a few 

members who have not tried it, or don’t feel confident enough. 

So for those people, we have attached a simple picture step by step guide to help you join in a 

zoom meeting – But please let us know if you need help, there are a number of us willing to 

call round and help you. 

 

Benefits 
Doing meetings over Zoom does give us some benefits, it means we can look for speakers who 

would not be able to visit us in person. 

The talk on Antarctica in May was amazing, very interesting with lots of photos and funny 

stories. 

I don’t do baking! And never watched the ‘British Bake Off’, so was sceptical about a talk 

from Howard Middleton in July, but I found him very entertaining with a great sense of 

humour and baking was hardly mentioned! 

So it proves to me that you cannot judge a speaker by its title       

 

Let’s make it more sociable 
If you are still not confident or just don’t like doing it on your own, I have a 

suggestion: 
– How about finding a buddy or two, just a very small group, only up to 3 or 4 of you, as 

anymore and you may all struggle to get around the computer.  

You could get together in one of your houses to dial into the WI meeting, this makes it more 

personable and social (you could even have tea & cake, or something stronger!). 

Please don’t miss out, we have found some great speakers and ideas to keep us all 

entertained and we really want to keep in touch with one another. 



 
 

Book Corner 
 

Barton Bees has 3 book clubs, who are all still very active (via Zoom)       

– if you want to join one, please send us an email. 

 

As the days get shorter and the weather closes in, you might fancy a 

nice cuppa and a good book to read  

– Here a few recommendations from our very own Barton Bee - Kathy Anstead 
 

Book One 

Genre :  Fiction  
The Light between the Ocean by M.L. Stedman 
 
The book is based in 1926 in remote S/W Australia. 
It is about a married man who is sent out to man Janus Rock Lighthouse. He and his wife are struggling to 
have a family, then one day when his wife is visiting, a healthy baby is found on the beach, what a dilemma 
for the couple! 
What would you do in their situation? 
This book made me think and see polar views. 
 
My rating  8/10 
 
 

Book Two 

Genre: Fiction 
Last Seen by Lucy Clarke 
 
Written by a local author who has based the book on Mudeford spit. 
The story is about two close friends and their sons. Both boys go into the sea but only one comes back! 
Someone knew something amongst the beach hut community, but they continue to hide the truth. 
Then on the anniversary of the tragedy, the other boy disappears! 
This book was full of lies, twists and turns and the ending was not what I expected. 
 
My rating 9/10 
 
 

Book Three 

Genre : Christmas Fiction 
12 Days of Christmas by Tricia Ashley 
 
This is a must have feel good read. 
 
Widow Holly Brown finds Christmas a sad time and normally wants nothing to do with the celebrations so 
when she is asked to look after a remote house on the Lancashire moors while the owner is away, it sounds 
perfect. However, there are a few occupants…. The owner has to return by the 12 night as the hamlet has 
its festivities then, but Holly will be gone by then….but the weather has other ideas! 
All the old Christmas traditions and values make her re-think her life. 
 
My rating 10/10 
 



 
 

 

  Barton Bees 

 ‘Grand Christmas Draw’  
 

For some fun and smiles, this year we thought we would have a 

‘Grand Christmas Draw’, 

Full details will be coming to you shortly, I hope you can support and 

join in the fun! 
 
 
 
 

Bees Knees Walking Group 
At the beginning of Lockdown, we had to 

cancel all walks until further notice to comply 

with the Government restrictions on social 

gatherings.  When these rules were relaxed, 

we made plans to resume the walks and 

arranged to run a trial walk, which sadly we 

then also had to cancel as the rules changed!   

We are now planning to have walks of 6 people only at a time to comply with the 

current Government rules, but we will arrange a walk for three consecutive Fridays, 

each with a new group of 6, but doing the same walk.   

Hopefully, these walks will happen this time, fingers crossed!  

 

The Barking Bees Dog Walking Group  
During Lockdown these walks were also cancelled, but when the rules were relaxed, 

we were able to start up the Doggie walks again, as there are only a few of us in the 

group.   

We have had some lovely walks, and all the 

dogs get on famously, it's really lovely to see 

them all running and playing while we stroll 

along having a natter.  

(These walks are kept to a maximum of 6 - 

humans not dogs!!) 

 



 
 

Blooming Bees  
 

Like many things, the Blooming Bees visits this year have been cancelled due to the pandemic 
restrictions. But that hasn’t stopped us getting out in our gardens and from the photos you have 
been posting on WhatsApp they have been looking beautiful. So how about showing off your hard 
work by sharing some photos of your creations in this newsletter?  
Please send photos to bloomingbbees@gmail.com  
 
To get us started here are some of my garden from earlier in the summer. 

 
 
 

Indian Memorial  
At the end of July, we were allowed to start maintaining the planting at the Indian Memorial again, 
even though we could only have a maximum of 3 people at a time.  
Given the lack of attention the plants have been looking good! It has been lovely to get back to 
gardening there and we are starting to develop our plans for next year.  
 
 
Plant of the month - Salvias 

Now that we are officially in Autumn there is no reason that our 
gardens should stop being full of flowers. One of my favourite 
plant families are the Salvias, many of 
which will flower from midsummer 
through to the first frosts.   
 
They come in all sizes and colours so 
there is a perfect one or every garden. 
As with most plants keep dead 
heading them to encourage more 
flowers. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Salvia Lavender Dilly Dilly 

Airy Salvia uliginosa with Salvia guaranitica ‘Blue Enigma’ 
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Jobs for October 
 
Once their flowers are over, it’s the perfect time to be 
dividing perennials or moving any that are in the wrong 
place.  
The soil is still warm and should be moister now, giving the 
roots a chance to establish before winter. It’s also a great 

way to share plants with friends       
 
When you start to tidy up the garden consider leaving seed 
heads and dead stems standing over the winter. Some are 
very decorative and they will give protection to the plant 
whilst offering a welcome food source or home for wildlife. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

And finally…. 
Your committee continue to find new ways of keeping Barton Bees WI alive and 

interesting.  

Not all WIs have been active through the Covid epidemic, but we have decided that 

keeping us all entertained and in touch is why we joined the WI – we all wanted to 

meet like-minded people and create friendships, so we will continue to do everything 

we can to keep us active, but we need to make sure we are doing the right things. So 

if you have any ideas or suggestions, please emails us at bartonbeeswi@gmail.com 

 

Meantime our Barton Bees WI programme is: 
27th October   – Fun and games 
24th November – TBC 
15th December – Jane Glennie & the ‘Grand Christmas Draw’ 

26th January   – Sex, Secrets, Scandal & Salacious gossip of 

                          the Royal Court 1600-1830 
23rd February  – Behind the scenes of TV quiz shows 

23rd March     - TBC 

 

Salvia gregii ‘Stormy Pink’ with Salvia ‘Amistad’ 
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