
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE – 22 OCTOBER 2020 

Hello, 

I am very happy to be able to start today’s message by sending congratulations 
to Sheila Goater of Worldhams WI.   Sheila has been awarded the BEM in HM 
the Queen’s Birthday Honours for her services to the Oakhanger 
community.  Well Done Sheila! 

Our events team have worked very hard to bring you a wide selection of 
events via digital platforms but as I have said before, we are very aware that 
not all of our members are comfortable with using Zoom etc.   We are now 
hoping to set up a Hampshire Federation Digital Champions Team and I am 
looking for volunteers to join this.  If you have offered to join the team 
previously, please confirm that you are still interested.  Board members Susie 
Cooper and Tracy Baker are the Board members who will be leading the 
team.   You do not need to be a computer “whizz kid” and training will be 
given.   If you would like to help more Hampshire members get online please 
contact me at chairman@hampshirewi.org.uk 

Have you written your entry for the Story of Hope Competition yet?   If not, you 
still have time.  The closing date is the 13 November and further details can be 
found under the ‘events’ tab on the first page of the Hampshire website.    It is 
said that everyone can write at least one story in their lifetime, so why not give 
it a try? 

I am sad that this week I have had to send out a reminder, that we are not able 
to meet as WIs for Christmas festivities.  As things stand at present, I cannot see 
the guidelines changing to allow this, but I am looking forward to the time when 
we are able to hold events to celebrate our being able to meet together again. 

The plans to reopen WI House are forging ahead and, unless guidelines change, 
our staff will be back there on a rota system at the beginning of November, but 
please do remember to phone before visiting.  Our reception staff will be there 
to answer the phones from 2 November and appointments can then be made 
for the week beginning the 9 November onwards. Opening hours will be 
between 10.00am and 1.00pm Monday to Thursday inclusive. 

Until next time 

Gina 
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